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Sunday, November 28, 2021

First Sunday of Advent
Service of Morning Prayer

Look up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.   Luke 21: 28

Opening Hymn – CP114 – Lo, He Comes
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!
God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him,
robed in dreadful majesty;
all who set at nought and sold him,
pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving,
shall the true Messiah see.

Now redemption, long expected,
see in solemn pomp appear;
all his saints, on earth rejected,
thrill the trumpet sound to hear;
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah!
See the day of God appear!

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory;
claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! Hallelujah!
Come, Lord, come!

*******
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,



and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in
mercy; he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us
confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from
all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and
keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of
darkness and put on the armour of light, now in the time of
this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in
great humility, that on the last day, when he shall come again
in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead,
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and
reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
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on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The First Sunday of Advent – Hope
Today is the First Sunday of Advent.
Today is the Sunday of Hope.

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
Isaiah 9:2

Reader: Our hope is in God, and in his Son Jesus Christ. Jesus is
the one appointed by God to be judge over all things. He is the
one through whom God has promised to save and redeem his
people.

Reader: We light this candle today to remind us that Jesus is our
hope – and the hope of the world. We thank God for the promises
he has made to us and for the light he has brought into the world.

Light the First Candle.

Let us pray.
O God of Hope, Emmanuel, we pray that you will send your
light into our hearts during this season of Advent. Help us to
be ready for the day and the hour of Christ’s final appearing.
Live in us and help us to live in you. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, transform us so that our worship, our celebration, and
our time of preparation may be pleasing unto you – both now
and forevermore. Amen.
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Children’s Hymn: Light One Candle
Light one candle for hope, one bright candle for hope.
He brings hope to ev'ry heart,
He comes! He comes!
He brings hope to ev'ry heart, He comes! He comes! 

The Word
First reading: Jeremiah 33: 14-16
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25: 1-9

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you;
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.

Let none who look to you be put to shame;
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.

Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.

Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.

Remember not the sins of my youth
and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
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Gracious and upright is the Lord;
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

He guides the humble in doing right
and teaches his way to the lowly.

All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

Psalm Prayer
God of compassion and love, forgive our sins, relieve our
misery, satisfy our longing, and fulfil all our hopes for peace;
through your Son Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Third Reading: Luke 21: 25-36
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found.
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
when fears are stilled when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All,
here in the love of Christ I stand.

Musical Interlude

In Christ alone, who took on flesh,
fullness of God in helpless babe!
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This gift of love and righteousness,
scorned by the ones He came to save.
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
the wrath of God was satisfied.
For ev’ry sin on Him was laid.
Here in the death of Christ I live.

Musical Interlude

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious Day,
up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory,
sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am His and He is mine,
bought with the precious Blood of Christ.

Musical Interlude

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
this is the pow’r of Christ in me.
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man,
can ever pluck me from His hand.
Till He returns or calls me home,
here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand!

THE SERMON – Rev. Peter

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
The offering plate will not be passed during the service but will be
available on the table at the back of the church for those who wish
to give their offering in this way. We are grateful for the number of
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people who, in these past months, have used electronic means of
contributing (PAG, the website, electronic transfers) to the ministry
of St. John’s, Ida.

Offertory Prayer
God of constant love, you have guided your people in all
times and ages. May we who offer you our praise today
always be ready to follow where you lead; we ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us affirm our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Either kneeling or sitting, let us pray.
In our prayers, we give thanks for God’s goodness; we pray for
others as well as for ourselves; and we offer our lives in Christ’s
service. All this we do because we believe in the presence among
us of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and in the mighty power of the
Holy Spirit.
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Prayers
(Time of silence for personal prayer and reflection)

After each Intercession:
Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful
people. You know our needs before we ask and our ignorance
in asking. Grant our requests as may be best for us. This we
ask in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
WE GO INTO THE WORLD TO PRAISE AND SERVE GOD

Please stand.

Almighty God, with longing in our hearts for your reign of
Peace, make us eager to obey you, until your purpose
is accomplished and the earth is filled with your glory.

Look at your hands, see the touch and the tenderness.
God’s own for the world.

Look at your feet, see the path and the direction.
God’s own for the world.

Look at your heart, see the fire and the love.
God’s own for the world.

Look at the cross, see God’s Son and our Saviour.
God’s own for the world.

This is God’s world.
And we will serve God in it.

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being.
Guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares

8



and occupations of our life, we may not forget you, but may
remember that we are ever walking in your sight, in Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

Closing: Days of Elijah
These are the days of Elijah,
declaring the Word of the Lord;
and these are the days of Your servant, Moses,
righteousness being restored;
and though these are days of great trials,
of famine and darkness and sword;
still we are the voice in the desert crying,
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

And these are the days of Ezekiel,
the dry bones becoming as flesh,
and these are the days of Your servant, David,
rebuilding a temple of praise;
and these are the days of the harvest,
the fields are as white in the world;
and we are the labourers in Your vineyard,
declaring the Word of the Lord.

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

There is no god like Jehovah,
there is no god like Jehovah,
there is no god like Jehovah,
there is no god like Jehovah.

There is no god like Jehovah,
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there is no god like Jehovah,
there is no god like Jehovah,
there is no god like Jehovah.

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds,
shining like the sun at the trumpet call;
lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

Lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee
and out of Zion’s hill salvation comes.

Dismissal
Go forth to follow the light
that is coming into the world.
Thanks be to God.

Organ: Sylvia
Piano: Linda
Reader: Nancy H.
Prayers:  Trish
Preacher: Rev. Peter
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